
DOWN TO EARTH

Tune:  Personen t  Hod ie

F r e d  K a a n  w a s  b o r n  i n  H a a r l e m  i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  o n  ) u l y  2 7 , 1 9 2 9 .  H a v i n g  s t u d i e d  i n  G e r m a n y  a s
w e l l  a s  E n g l a n d ,  h e  s p e a k s  D u t c h ,  E n g l i s h ,  F r e n c h  a n d  G e r m a n  e q u a l l y  w e l l .  B u t  a l l  o f  h i s  h y m n s  h a v e
been wr i t ten in  Engl ish- f i rs t  mimeographed and then pr in ted in  a smal l  book cal led Pi lgr im Pro ise to
g ive  h is  Congrega t iona l  Church  in  P lymouth ,  Eng land ,  hymns  f ree  f rom "da ted  language ,  s ta t i c  i deas ,
remote  symbo l i sm. "  He  has  t r i ed  to  wr i te  hymns  abou t  th ings  wh ich  o thers  have  no t  wr i t ten ,  and  to
make  h is  language  as  s imp le  and  d i rec t  as  poss ib le .  He  a lso  l i kes  to  comb ine  poe t ry  and  theo logy  ( the
s t u d y  o f  G o d ) .

Wh ich  came f i r s t :  the  ch icken  o r  the  egg?  Tha t  i s  an  o ld  r idd le  to  wh ich  the re  i s  no  co r rec t  answer .
W h i c h  c a m e  f i r s t  i n  t h i s  h y m n :  t h e  t e x t  o r  t h e  t u n e ?  l n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  t u n e .  F r e d  K a a n  l i k e d  t h e  o l d
me lody  f rom P iae  Can t iones  (La t in  fo r  "Ho ly  Songs" )  *h ich  was  pub l i shed  in  1582 .  You  may  en joy
singing an anthem cal led Personent Hodie, or On This Doy Earth Sholl  Ring, arranged by Gustav Holst.
The  mos t  exc i t i ng  fea tu re  i s  the  rhy thm,  and  Mr .  Kaan  has  wr i t ten  h is  new words  to  f i t .  W i th  two
excep t ions  (sa lva t ion  and  tomor rows)  he  has  used  words  o f  on lv  one  o r  two  sv l lab les .

Draw here  your  i n te rp re ta t i on  o f  S tanzas  1  and  2
Stanza  one  i s  abou t  d i rec t ion .  L i ke  a  dove  descend ing ,  Chr i s t
came down to  ear th  f rom heaven  to  b r ine  sa lva t ion  to  evervone .

S tanza  two  i s  abou t  l i gh t  and  darkness .  Love  i s  l i ke  l i gh t -when
we sh ine  w i th  love ,  the  dark  has  to  d isappear .  Jesus  Chr i s t  i s  the
l igh t  o f  the  wor ld  and  H is  coming  de fea ts  the  darkes t  o f  n igh ts
( the  k ind  when  the re  i s  no  moon) .  The  resu l t  i s  tha t  i ns tead  o f
sad ,  we  can  hope  to  be  g lad .

S tanza  th ree  i s  abou t  hunger  and  food .  When we ce lebra te  the  Lord 's  Supper  (Ho ly  Commun ion)  we
r e m e m b e r  C h r i s t ' s  w o r d s ,  " T h i s  i s  m y  b o d y  a n d  b l o o d  g i v e n  f o r  y o u . "  l n  t h e  l i n e  " i n  t h e  h o u s e  t h e r e
is  b read , "  Mr .  Kaan  h ides  a  joke  wh ich  on ly  those  in  the  know can  apprec ia te :  the  name Be th lehem
when t rans la ted  f rom the  Hebrew language  means  "house  o f  b read . "  So  Chr i s t ,  who  was  the  b read  o f
l i f e ,  was  born  in  the  town ca l led  "house  o f  b read"  as  fo re to ld  by  the  p rophe ts .  He  was  born  in  a  s tab le ,
b u t  e n d e d  h i s  m i n i s t r y  a t  t h e  L a s t  S u p p e r  a r o u n d  t h e  t a b l e - a n d  e v e r y  c h u r c h  h a s  a  c o m m u n i o n
tab le  o r  a l ta r  where  the  feas t  i s  ce leb ra ted .

The  re f ra in ,  o r  chorus ,  te l l s  us  how we shou ld  fee l
S p r i n g  u p  a n d  d o w n !  W h y ?  B e c a u s e  C h r i s t  i s  h e r e
long  ago  in  a  manger .  The  hymn ends  w i th  the  song
i n  e x c e l s i s "  ( G l o r y  t o  G o d  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t ) .

because of  what  each stanza te l ls  us.  S ing!  Dance!
in  ou r  m ids t ,  r i gh t  now,  every  moment -no t  j us t
the  ange ls  sang  the  n igh t  o f  Chr i s t ' s  b i r th - "G lo r ia

A f te r  you  have  lea rned  the  hymn,  you  may  wan t  to  ac t  ou t  i n  movement ,  danc ing ,  o r  d rama how you
fee l  abou t  these  words .  No th ing  fancy ,  j us t  s imp le  movements  wh ich  seem to  be  ano ther  way  to
express  the  ideas  and  words .
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